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Hanamatsuri Service Held 

The WG temple celebrated the birth of Siddhartha, Gautama Buddha on Sunday April 16. It 
was a beautiful service with the Hanamido and alter all in blooms. We especially enjoyed a 
Dharma Talk by our guest speaker, Reverend Yukiko Motoyoshi from the Stockton Buddhist 
Temple. Her warmth and humor 
always lead to a message that 

lightens and fills the soul. Thanks 

to Craig Nakahara for 
chairing the service, Myra 
Okasaki for playing the music, 
Sensei Tadao Koyama (who 
was the guest of the morning 
Dharma Study Service)for setting 
up the alter, and a very special 
thanks to  Mitsuko Norikane 
for the Hanamido display. We all 
enjoyed the tea social following 
the service, and happily note the 
increase in attendance at this time, when we have the opportunity to visit with the ministers 
and each other. 

Kusunoki Family Good-bye Party Scheduled for May 21 
If you haven’t already, please make sure to fill out your RSVP from the April Newsletter. The 
deadline for response is May 1st, so you still have time. An envelope was provided, but if it’s 
missing, please note the reply should be sent to the Buddhist Church of Lodi, 23 N Stockton 
Street Lodi, 95240.  
Annual Potluck Picnic Cancelled 
The Walnut Grove Buddhist Church Board decided to cancel this year’s event, originally 
scheduled for May 21, so that we could partner with The Buddhist Church of Lodi to wish a 
fond farewell to Reverend Kusunoki and family. The calendar fills up quickly, so we were 
unable to reschedule to another date.  
MEMORIAL DAY CEMETERY VISITS 
On Monday, May 29, brief services at various cemeteries and at our Nokotsudo are planned. 
Please contact the Church closer to the date to be informed of the times. As of the date of 
printing of this newsletter, plans are still being formalized. 
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May Shotsuki  

 
      Deceased  

 
Moshu (Chief Mourner)  

     Shi geko  Ohara    

 

Masaru  Ohara    

Miyoko  Kunisaki    

    Matsue  Okamura    

    Fusae  Hirakawa    

 

James  Hirakawa    

Toyokichi  Hirotsu    

 

Gary  Hirotsu   

Sue  Sakai    

 

Naomi  Burchell  

 Takao  Shoji    

    Nancy  Iwanaga    

 

Iwanaga  Family   

Toyokichi  Shinmoto    

 

Mikio  Nagoshi    

Juzo Ando  

  

Nellie  Kawamura    

Tsuna  Ando  

  

Nellie  Kawamura    

Shigeto  Ando  

  

Nellie  Kawamura    

Florence  Kato  

     

       
 

 

 



The Walnut Grove Buddhist Church Gratefully Acknowledges 

The Following Donations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    Hanamatsuri 

Toshiko Hamada 25.00  

Nancy Tokuyoshi 25.00  

Dorothy Koga 50.00  

Elleen Okada 25.00  

Sachi Hiromoto 25.00  

K/D Tokuyoshi 25.00  

Mikio Nagoshi 50.00  

Shizue Nagoshi 50.00  

Dave/Gigi Ito 30.00  

Priscilla/Robert Ito 25.00  

Ted/Mary Oda 30.00  

Craig Nakahara 50.00  

Janet Sakata 25.00  

Tom Okamoto 50.00  

Ken/Sharon Sano 25.00  

Gale Hamatani 25.00  

Darrell Yoshimi 50.00  

Thomas Shinmoto 25.00  

Linda Solivan 25.00  

Stephen Mican 25.00  

Frances Nakahara 50.00  

Souris/Esperanza Nishi 20.00  

Holly Pauls 20.00  

Gladys Katsuki 30.00  

Linda Kawahara Matsuo 40.00  

Ruby Kawahara 50.00  

John/Charlene Krug 25.00  

Lillian Matsuoka 20.00  

Sue Hori 25.00  

Mitsuko Norikane 25.00  

Nellie Kawamura 25.00  

Sandra Kawamura 20.00  

Carol Tang 50.00  

Toshiko Sakata 25.00  

June Matsubara 25.00  

Roy & Yuri Yokoi 50.00  

Patricia Nishite 25.00  

David & Christy Ishizuka 25.00  
 

 

  

   

Special Donations 
 
1st Memorial of Allan Y. Nakahara 
 Chidori Nakahara  200.00 
In Memory of the Ito Family   
 Jim & Kikue Ito   200.00 
 
 

Shotsuki 

In memory of Yoshiko Tokuyoshi 
 Gale Hamatani   25.00 
In memory of Shizue Ito 
 Carol Tang   200.00 
 David & Gigi Ito   50.00 
 Aki & Priscilla Ito  30.00 
Mitsuko Norikane   25.00 
Tom Okamoto    50.00 
Dorothy Tokuyoshi   25.00 
Tokue Shinmoto   25.00 
Ted & Mary Oda   25.00 
 
 
  

                       



Bazaar Planning Meeting April 29 
The Bazaar Chairs, Aki Ito and Ted Oda ask that all committee members, and persons who are 
in positions of responsibility during the bazaar, to please attend this meeting. As the saying 
goes “success is in the planning”!! Plus, there’re usually goodies. 
 
.ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ bŜǿǎ 
Toshiko Hamada and Toshiko Sakata attended the NCBWA meeting and report that the FBWA 
is requesting a $10 donation per (active) BWA member to be made to meet the minimum 
requirement to establish an IBS Professorial Chair in memory of Eshinni and Kaushinni. They 
will give a full report at the next meeting. 
We gratefully acknowledge a donation from Gale Hamatani of $50.00 for the KeiroKai service 
and luncheon. 
Our May meeting is on Sunday the 7th at 11:00 AM. Toban for May are: Gladys Katsuki, June 
Matsubara, Kuniko Nishi, Linda Soliven, and Carol Tang. 
 
Dharma Study News 
We had a very interesting and informative Dharma service with Sensei Tadao Koyama as our 
guest speaker. His energy is palpable and infectious. He helped the Dharma School after the 
service, and then led the Dharma Study group in a discussion of varied topics related to his 
talk. He was also a great help setting up the alter, as after our morning, he stayed for the 
afternoon Hanamatsuri Service. In between the group was treated to lunch at Wimpy’s, where 
conversation continued. Thanks so much for coming Sensei! 
The Dharma School Students continue to work on their video. A number of Hanamatsuri 
attendees got to be “extras” during some filming following the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

               MAY 
   

 

Sunday      7 11:00 AM BWA Meeting 

Sunday      7 1:30 PM      Shotsuki  

Tuesday      9  7:00 PM      Board Meeting 

Wednesday 10  9:00 AM     Oasaji YET TO BE CONFIRMED 

Sunday    21  12:00 PM     Rev. Kusunoki Farewell Party 

Monday  29        Memorial Day Cemetery Visits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                       

 

Buddha Belly Laughs  

             


